The  Press  on  Finland 


A  systematic  analysis  of  the  Press  has  revealed  the  most  amazing  campaign  of  lies,  distortions 
and  deliberate  inventions  in  reporting  events  in  Finland.  National  newspapers  contradict  each 
other,  the  B.B.C.  and  the  news  agencies  broadcast  fantastic  stories,  photographs  are  clumsily  faked 
— every  trick  is  used  to  try  and  prove  that  the  Red  Army  is  inefficient,  and  to  justify  British 
intervention  in  Finland. 

Here  are  some  of  the  things  the  British  public  has  been  given  as  “news”. 

CONI  RADICTION 


Soviets  Use  Gas  ! 

“  Gas  shells  fired  at  a  Finnish  battery  poisoned  eleven 
Finnish  soldiers.” — News  Chronicle,  December  12. 
“  The  snow  and  the  cold  condensed  the  gas  and 
rendered  it  useless.” — Times,  December  9. 

Soviet  “Losses” 

“  Copenhagen  estimates  losses  in  Finnish  war  as 
22,000.” — Daily  Telegraph,  December  14.  In  Daily 
Herald  of  same  day  this  total  is  increased  to  30,000. 
On  December  14,  the  Daily  Telegraph  gave  the 
number  of  Russian  prisoners  as  1,800 — but  on 
December  21  the  Daily  Herald  had  increased  this 
to  50,000. 

Red  Army  Without  Clothes  !  ! 

“  The  Russians  are  definitely  short  of  clothing.”— 
*■  Daily  Express,  DcCcmbel  13. 

But  on  December  24,  the  Sunday  Times  reported  that 
the  retreating  Russians  had  left  behind  “  substantial 
stocks  of  food  and  clothing.” 

Soviet  War  Maps 

“  Exceptionally  good  war  maps  have  been  found  on 
the  bodies  of  Russian  officers  on  the  Salla  front. 
They  are  of  better  quality  than  those  used  by  the 
Finnish  General  Staff  itself.” — Daily  Telegraph, 
December  30. 

“  Russia’s  poor  results  from  her  greater  air  power 
may  be  attributed  to  the  poor  maps.  .  .  .” — Evening 
Standard,  December  30. 

“Mutiny”  in  Red  Army 

“  A  Russian  battalion  of  about  800  men  mutinied 
and  were  shot  down  by  political  commissars  and 
officers.” — Daily  Herald,  December  19. 

“  A  Russian  battalion  .  .  .  mutinied  and  shot 
their  political  commissars  and  officers.” — Times, 
December  19. 

No  A.R.P.  in  Leningrad  ? 

On  January  27th  the  Daily  Telegraph’s  Special 
Helsinki  Correspondent  says  that  the  population  of 
Leningrad  “  are  expressing  the  greatest  fear  that  they 
may  be  subjected  to  bombardment  by  the  Finnish 
Air  Force.  No  air-raid  shelters  of  any  kind  have 
been  provided  in  Leningrad.” 


While  on  January  24th  the  Evening  Standard  carried 
a  Feature  Article  by  Maurice  Edelman  which  says: 
“  If  the  Finns  bomb  Leningrad,  as  they  have 
threatened  in  reprisal  for  the  bombing  of  Helsinki, 
they  will  bomb  a  city  which  has  been  preparing  to 
resist  air  attack  for  more  than  ten  years.” 

The  Red  Army  “ill-equipped” 

January  2nd.  Daily  Herald.  W.  N.  Ewer.  Feature 
Article : 

“  .  .  .  The  Red  Army  is  not  in  any  sense  of  the  term 
a  first-class  modern  army. 

“  The  Soviet  Troops  (with  the  exception  of  a  few 
picked  corps)  are  ill-found  and  ill-equipped.  The 
Finnish  evidence  corroborates  that  of  eye-witnesses 
who  saw  the  Russians  march  into  Poland 
“  Munitions  are  of  inferior  quality.  The  technical 
skill  of  the  officers  and  the  training  of  the  rank  and 
file  seem  to  be  of  a  low  grade.” 

Evening  Standard.  February  17th.  Special  Corre¬ 
spondent  in  Finland: 

“  In  the  only  interview  he  has  ever  given,  one  of 
Finland’s  most  exalted  Army  leaders  said  it  was 
utterly  untrue  to  represent  the  Red  Army  as  weak  or 
poorly  equipped.”  Further,  “  In  his  opinion,”  he 
said,  “  the  Russian  Army  is  now  better  equipped 
than  most  armies.”  With  regard  to  Russian  Officers, 
this  General  says :  “  The  Red  Army  officer  fights  on 
for  ever,  and  it  is  practically  impossible  to  take  him 
alive.” 

Air  Raid  Stories 

The  Times  Helsinki  Correspondent  stated  on  January 
21st  that  “  During  the  very  intense  air  raids  directed 
against  the  civil  population  of  Finland  yesterday, 
several  hundred  Soviet  aeroplanes  dropped  about 
3,000  bombs  in  various  districts  ...”  But  then  he 
has  to  report  that  “  as  far  as  is  known  only  3 
civilians  were  killed  and  35  wounded.” 

The  very  next  day  the  News  Chronicle  stated 
editorially  that  “  The  fact  that  there  are  compara¬ 
tively  few  civilian  casualties  suggests  that  they  may 
be  deliberately  aiming  at  military  and  industrial 
objectives  in  the  hope  of  crippling  Finland’s  powers 
of  preparing  resistance  behind  the  line.” 


INVENTION 


1.  “The  most  distinguished  survivor  of  the  air  raid 
on  Helsinki  is  a  parrot  which  can  remember  only  a 
few  words  from  its  vocabulary,  they  are  4  Molotov 


is  the  Devil.’  ” — News  Chronicle,  December  7. 

2.  Eric  Dancy  writing  on  the  danger  of  gas.  “  The 
Government  advises  the  use  of  clothes-pegs  to  keep 
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the  nostrils  closed,  and  snow  ...  to  cover  the 
mouth.” — News  Chronicle,  December  9. 

3.  “  Russians  set  off  their  mines  by  driving  forward 
civilians  at  the  bayonet  point.  .  .  — Daily  Mail, 
December  9. 

4.  “  Finnish  airman  said  to  have  killed  41  Russians 
with  only  45  machine-gun  bullets.” — Times, 
December  5. 

5.  “  Russians  were  so  dirty  that  the  Finns  first 
thought  that  they  were  wearing  black  gloves.” — 
Times,  December  15. 

6  “  A  curious  feature  of  the  advance  is  that  the 
Russians  attack  mostly  with  their  left  arms  raised 
before  their  eyes  and  forehead  ...  the  most  probable 
explanation  is  that  the  Finnish  marksmen  aim  at  the 
head  only.” — Daily  Herald,  December  14. 


7.  Large  headline  in  Daily  Mirror,  December  27: 
1,000  RUSSIAN  PLANES  BOMB  FINNS.  No 
casualties  reported.  (On  another  occasion  the 
Russians  were  said  to  have  dropped  3,000  bombs  and 
killed  only  two  people.) 

8.  “  Many  corpses  have  been  found  wearing  women’s 
underclothing.  ...  A  captured  Russian  lieutenant 
was  wearing  a  pair  of  corsets  to  ‘  keep  him  warm.’  ” 
— Daily  Telegraph,  December  16. 

In  February  a  Reuter  message  from  Helsinki  states: 
“The  Finnish  troops  who  are  beating  back  the  suc¬ 
cessive  waves  of  Russian  attacks  north  of  Lake 
Ladoga  have  their  ‘  Angel  of  Mons.’ 

“  The  soldiers  say  that  they  have  seen  a  large  white 
figure  of  an  angel  with  arms  outstretched  pro- 
tectingly,  facing  towards  the  Russian  lines.  More 
than  600  men  have  referred  to  this  apparition.” 


DISTORTION 


A  photographic  agency  circulated  a  photograph  of  a 
house  which  was  partially  damaged.  There  was 
nothing  to  prove  that  this  house  was  actually  in 
Helsinki — and  not  in  Spain,  Poland  or  China. 

On  December  5,  the  Daily  Express  printed  this  picture 
with  flames  and  smoke  neatly  faked  by  an  artist. 
On  the  same  day  the  Daily  Mirror  printed  the  same 
picture,  without  the  smoke  but  with  another  photo¬ 
graph  of  aeroplanes  pasted  on.  Both  these  faked 
pictures  were  described  as  authentic  photographs  of 
an  alleged  Soviet  “  air  raid  ”  over  Helsinki. 

A  photograph  of  so-called  “  Red  prisoners  ”  which 
appeared  in  several  papers  is  twenty  years  old,  as 
the  “  prisoners  ”  are  wearing  the  uniform  of  the  Red 
Army  in  the  civil  war  of  1920. 

For  two  weeks  the  Daily  Telegraph,  by  prominent 
display,  attempted  to  mislead  the  British  public  re¬ 
garding  American  aid  to  Manner heim.  The  follow¬ 
ing  headlines  tell  the  story :  — 

January  5 :  “  £25,000  loan  from  U.S.A.  400  air¬ 
planes  .  .  .  ” 

January  9  :  “  Material  help  from  U.S.  Senators  Bill 


for  £15,000,000  loan.” 

January  13:  “  U.S.  help  for  Finland.  Mr.  Roose¬ 
velt’s  appeal  for  the  granting  of  aid  to  Finland  on  a 
non-party  basis.” 

January  16:  “Loan  to  Finns.  Roosevelt’s  message 
for  Congress.” 

January  17:  “Two  U.S.  Bills  to  aid  the  Finns  were 
introduced  .  .  .  one  of  these  would  authorise  credits 
amounting  to  £12,500,000  for  the  purchase  of  war 
materials.” 

On  January  18,  however,  when  this  bogus  campaign 
had  collapsed,  the  Telegraph  buried  at  bottom  of  a 
column  its  Washington  Correspondent’s  dispatch, 
which  stated:  “  It  was  considered  very  doubtful  to¬ 
day  whether  any  Finnish  Aid  Bill  will  be  favourably 
reported  on  by  either  the  Senate  Banking  Committee 
or  the  Foreign  Relations  Committee.  It  has  become 
clear  that  the  Finnish  Government  can  expect  little 
more  from  the  United  States  than  what  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Post  called  to-day  ‘  well-bred  and  perfunctory 
applause.’  ” 


SUPPRESSION 


During  the  week-end  of  January  7,  all  newspapers 
were  full  of  a  Russian  “  defeat  ”  at  Salla.  The  Red 
Army  had  been  “  hurled  ”  back  many  miles  towards 
the  east. 

But  two  days  later,  on  January  10,  the  Reuter  news 


agency  sent  out  a  message  that  the  Russians  were 
actually  about  50  miles  west  of  Salla.  On  the 
following  morning  not  a  single  national  newspaper 
printed  this  vital  news.  On  the  following  Sunday, 
however,  most  of  them  were  obliged  to  admit  that 
the  Red  Army  was  about  36  miles  west  of  Salla. 


Throughout  this  barrage  of  lying  propaganda  the  Daily  Worker  has  consistently  reported  FACTS. 
It  is  the  only  newspaper  which  has  printed  the  Soviet  messages  in  full. 

Capitalist  newspapers  throughout  the  world  are  supporting  the  Mannerheim  forces  in  Finland 
because  Mannerheim  is  the  representative  of  imperialist  capitalism.  The  Daily  Worker  supports 
the  Finnish  People’s  Government  and  the  Soviet  Union  because  they  represent  the  interests  of 
the  working  class. 


Read  the  DAILY  WORKER  for  facts 
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